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At that time Mussolini could not understand revolution and social change except in terms of violence. George Sorel, the French theoretician ot revolutionary syndicalism, was extolling the necessity for violence and Mussolini quoted him as an authority, showering scorn on the timid reformers who believed in legal methods and frowned on violence. IB: June, 1908, he addressed an open letter to the Police Commissioner of Oneglia and to Prefect Di Rovasenda, complaining of police supervision and the tyranny of being watched like a criminal. " O tools of all the police departments of Italy/1 he wrote rather high-falutinly, " know once and for all that, in the exercise of your functions, I detest you, and that, as citizens, I dislike you. All that you have done and will do henceforth will have no effect whatever in swerving me from the road which I have freely resolved to pursue/'
About the end of June, 1908, thirty of his comrades gave him a farewell banquet. Tribute was paid to him by the lawyer Bruno, at that time Mayor of Oneglia, who said: " His own devotion and that of the Socialists of